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> Jay Z’s got it all figured out. 
He’s a grown, mature man who’s 
lived and been through it. I think 
time is what gets you to that 
place. You look at people, like 
Hove, who’ve learned to man-
age their lifestyle and live health-
ier and surround themselves 
with the right people. To be ded-
icated to your work, but also be 
dedicated to your personal life 
and have a code and an under-
standing between you and your 
spouse. You can just look at Jay 
and Beyoncé and tell that there’s 
this peacefulness within that 
relationship. I’ve been around 
them on many occasions and it 
just fuckin’ annoys me! 
> Michael Bolton is awesome, 
man. I reached out to him when 
I was recording Indicud, and he 
was really into it. That’s usually  
how it happens. Some peo-
ple are into collaboration when 
you reach out and some people 
might not get it. But I don’t really  
have those issues, because I’m 
reaching out to people that I 
know are on the same frequen-
cy creatively. My collaborations 
have never been some cook-
ie-cutter shit, where I’m deal-
ing with somebody who I don’t 
really admire as an artist. Every 
session has been awesome, Mi-
chael included. He’s like a new 
mentor figure in my life.
> I was going through some 
things with the label and  
Michael told me, “Just make 
sure you have an alliance with 
one person up there. One per-
son that’s fighting for you, that 
gets what you’re doing.” 
> I don’t usually have anyone 
telling me when I’m wrong in my 
life. There’s no one telling any 
celebrities “don’t.” No one is tell-
ing Miley Cyrus “don’t.” No one 
is telling Justin Bieber “don’t.” 
But it’s not even my place to 
speak about that boy. I don’t 
even know why I got into it. He 
ain’t my son, thank God. 
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 “Dolla Diva,”  
Galactic
The most talented dance-music 
ensemble of our time. 

 “algiers,” afGhan WhiGs
Greg Dulli’s Roy Orbison im-
pression is in full effect here, 
and it’s successfully utilized.

 “sweet Disarray,” 
  Dan croll
A gorgeous meditation on his 
grandmother’s dementia. 

comments, post a link to  
this instead of to some cats 
jumping in and out of an  
Amazon box. 

Post-Wilin’
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I still do juvenile shit here and there. But I’m not doin’ 
no dumb shit, like pissing in mop buckets, because I 
got respect for people’s shit, and I lived a real life.  
I used to work at restaurants where I mopped the 
floor. Justin Bieber hasn’t worked a real job, ever, in 
his life. So he don’t know what it’s like to fill that mop 
bucket, go to work, see that motherfuckers didn’t 
clean it the night before and you have to pour it out 
and put clean water in there. He didn’t think about 
that, because he’s just a kid. He ain’t lived. 
> And I hope to God that he 
goes through all this shit and 
realizes Damn, I was wilin’. He 
got a couple more mistakes 
to make, and he need to make 
them. When you’re in our posi-
tion, you are single-handedly  
responsible for multiple peo-
ple’s livelihoods. When I was 
on cocaine, I would lash out at 
whoever was closest. I got com-

fortable having everything I 
wanted. So everybody loses 
their way, because it’s not nor-
mal. But you have to get to that 
point where it’s like, “All right, 
man, let’s grow up.”
> Whatever age you are just be-
fore you’re famous, that’s where 
you stop the growth. Look at 
Michael Jackson, who got fa-
mous when he was really young 

and didn’t have a childhood. 
His whole life he was this child-
like person. I got famous when I 
was twenty-three, so in my mind 
I’m almost still the twenty-three-
year-old Scott, because I’ve 
been disconnected from reality  
and society for the past six years. 
I have to relearn some things. 
But you can’t be a bitch about it. 
You gotta go out and just do it.
> Being a young black man com-
ing from hip-hop, people are  
already expecting you to be  
one thing. I use elements of  
rapping in my music, but I’m 
not entirely a rapper. I’m pretty 
much this dude that just makes 
jams. I don’t know what you 
would call it. I don’t know how 
you would describe it. It’s just 
shit that feels right, and that’s 
just how it needs to be.
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Moon: The End of 
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Satellite Flight: The 
Journey to Mother 

Moon (2014)

if you listen to only two things . . . 

still one of the most promising voices in hip-hop, kiD cuDi looks back  
on a career that almost DeraileD right at the start  
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